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eventually the number of pupils rose to more than fifty.
Most visitors were greatly pleased with the school, espe-
cially on account of the interested and alert appearance
of the pupils. While, through the temperamental unfit-
ness of Basedow, the school at Dessau soon had to close,
institutions of the same type sprang up elsewhere, and some
of them had a large influence upon education. The most
striking and enduring of these schools was that established
in 1784 by Christian Gotthilf Salzmann (1744-1811) at
Schnepfenthal. Here much attention was given to nature
study, "lessons on things/7 organized excursions, garden-
ing, agricultural work, the care of domestic animals, and
other features that anticipated later developments in
education. Thus, although the philanthropinic move-
ment eventually deteriorated, it seems not to have been
without good results, especially when we consider the
educational conditions of the times. Through it new
ideas concerning methods and industrial training were
introduced into all parts of France and Switzerland, as well
as Germany, and the first positive results of Rousseau's
"naturalism" were embodied in education.
SUMMARY OF THE CHAPTER
During the eighteenth century, there appeared the climax to the
• revolt against absolutism. This movement was directed against re-
pression of intellect in the first half of the century, and against
repression of political rights in the second half. The former phase,
through Voltaire, made reason the basis of society and education, but
introduced the tyranny of an intellectual few; the latter, through
Rousseau, promoted an emotionalism and "naturalism" that were in
keeping with the sentiments of the times. The early treatises of
Rousseau advocated a complete return to nature, but his later works
somewhat modified this attitude.
In the Emile Rousseau attempts to outline a "natural" education
from birth to manhood. The first book takes Emile from birth to

